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Cimarron Presbytery Stated Meeting 
February 12, 2008. 1st Presbyterian Church, Kingfisher, Oklahoma 

 
Clergy Present: Eric Dittman, Blackwell; B Gordon Edwards, Stillwater; David Schneider, 
Guymon Interim; Dale Goldsmith, H.R., Goodwell; Glen W. Bays, H.R., Stillwater; Judye 
Pistole, Alva; Roy Schneider, Enid; Rick Rhodes, Perry; Everett Miller, Newkirk; Gay Cocheres, 
Ringwood Moderator; Karen Rogers, Guthrie; Richard McFarlin, Woodward; Leah Hrachovec, 
Stillwater; Charles C. Smith, Kingfisher; Andrew Gifford, Ponca City, and Hardie M. Higgins, 
Interim (UM), Ponca City. 
 
Clergy Absent, excused: Tom Stewart, Cushing; Deborah Green, secular work, Enid; Cynthia 
Rigby, teaching, Austin, TX; Barbara Sherer, active military duty; Philip Erwin, Supply (UM), 
Tonkawa; Paul Stewart, Rogers, AR, under care. 
 
Clergy Absent, Honorably Retired: Harland Collins, Canyon TX; Escol B. Compton, Wichita 
Falls, TX; E. Raymond Heglin, Oceanside, CA; Charles L. Pattison, Clovis, NM, and James R. 
Struthers, Stillwater. 
 
Elder Commissioners Present: Marian Darwin, Blackwell; Ben Crockett, Cushing; Jamie 
Briscoe, Kingfisher; Jason Woods, Stillwater; Elizabeth Parkhurst, Alva; Nancy Cool, Ponca 
City; Rick Norris, Ponca City; Barbara Percy, Ringwood; Dorene Tonsfeldt, Enid; Ken 
McKinley, Stillwater; Betty Selby, Woodward; Dennis Sharp, Beaver; Walter Shafer, Newkirk, 
and Ranay Roth, Perry. 
 
Elder Commissioner Excused: Maribel Dimmick, Tonkawa. 
 
Staff and Council Members Present: Elders James R. Bellatti, Executive; Betty Bays, Stated 
Clerk; John McNeese, Treasurer; Barbara Younger, Assistant Treasurer; Barbara Ware, 
Presbytery Moderator; Christianne Chase, Synod of the Sun Moderator; Steve Glasser, Board of 
Trustees Moderator; Mary McKinley, Moderator, Presbyterian Women of the Presbytery; Jenna 
Campbell, Moderator, Evangelism and Nurture Committee, and Carolyn Caldwell, Director, 
Resource Center for the Presbytery. 
 
Visitors Present: Jean Crockett, Cushing; Ann Salmons, Ponca City; John Cool, Ponca City; Ula 
Allen, Ringwood; Chris Murphy, Stillwater; Allison Beavers, Executive Director, Dwight 
Mission; Jana Shafer, Newkirk, the Rev. Rick Young, Area Liaison, The Board of Pensions, and 
Bob Radford, Society of Friends, Stillwater.  
 
As presbyters and guests gathered in the sanctuary, Ann Salmons began a period of piano 
meditations. 
 
At 9:30 a.m. Leah Hrachovec opened the meeting with 10 minutes of directed silent prayer. 
She concluded the prayer time by lighting the peace candle. 
 
Stated Clerk Betty Bays declared that a quorum was present. 
 
Moderator Barbara Ware made the following introductory comments: 
 
“The General Council was very intentional in its selection of Joshua 3:7-17 as the scripture 
context for the 2008 presbytery meetings. During 2007 we discussed what God was calling us to 
do and be. The analogy can be made of a man who descended into a well on a rope not long 
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enough to reach the bottom. The man held on until he was utterly exhausted, then dropped—as he 
thought—to his death. He fell just three inches and found himself safe on the rock on the bottom. 
I ask you, are we like that man hanging on to that rope? Hanging on to our past, afraid to let go? 
Afraid of what will happen if we do?  
 
“Just remember: when we get to the end of ourselves, then we meet the beginning of God.” 
 
The Stated Clerk MOVED that the following persons be seated as Corresponding Members: 
The Rev. Rick Young, Board of Pensions regional representative, and Ms. Allison Beavers, 
Executive Director of Dwight Mission, Vian, OK. It was APPROVED. Young had, prior to the 
meeting, requested time to speak, which had been granted. 
 
Others introduced were Robert Radford, Stillwater Friends Meeting; Ula Allen, of Ringwood; the 
Rev. Dr. Hardie M. Higgins, Ponca City Interim pastor; the Rev. David Schneider, Interim Pastor, 
Guymon, and the Rev. Rick Rhodes, newly-signed pastor at Perry. 
 
Barbara Ware asked that time for Allison Beavers to speak be added to the docket. Karen Rogers 
MOVED that the docket be approved with this change. Jim Bellatti seconded the motion, which 
was PASSED.  
 
Mrs. Ware appointed Christianne Chase, Enid, and Nancy Cool, Ponca City, to be a Committee 
on Attendance. She named commissioners Rick Norris, Ponca City and Dorene Tonsfeldt, Enid, 
to be a Committee to count the offering (per request of Treasurer John McNeese). [The Council 
had decided in January that this presbytery’s offering would go to the Mission and Promotion of 
Stewardship (MAPS) Committee.] 
 
Elder Ware asked if there were additions or corrections to the Minutes of the October 8-9, 2007 
presbytery meeting. There were none. 
 
Business was set aside at approximately 9:50 a.m. for a worship service. Ann Salmons, Music 
Director at Ponca City, was the pianist. The Rev. Charlie Smith, host pastor, was liturgist. The 
Rev. Rick Rhodes preached from II Corinthians 5:1-9, 12 in addition to Joshua 3:7-17. The Rev. 
Eric Dittman offered prayers of the people. Communion by intinction was observed, with the 
Reverends Judye Pistole and Leah Hrachovec assisting in the serving of the elements. 
 
Following worship, the presbytery was divided into four groups for a 40-minute period of Bible 
study. Old and New Testament texts chosen were related to the treatment of aliens, strangers, and 
sojourners who dwelt among both Hebrew and Christian peoples. 
 
Members of the Justice and Reconciliation (J & R) Committee led the four Bible studies. Glen 
Bays’s group studied Isaiah 42:1-4; Matthew 12:17-21, and Acts 2:1-13. Dale Goldsmith’s group 
delved into Deuteronomy 26:5; Matthew 19:29; Philippians 3:20; I Peter 1:1, 17 and I Peter 2:10-
11. Leah Hrachovec chose to probe Ruth 1:15-22; 4:7-17, and I Kings 17:8-16. Christine Murphy 
led in a study of Leviticus 19:33-34 and Matthew 25:35-40. 
 
Following the Bible studies the presbytery watched a power-point presentation on the history of 
immigration in America. The 30-minute audio/visual program was created and narrated by Julia 
Thorne, J.D., manager of immigration issues in the Office of the General Assembly. 
 
Upon conclusion of the Thorne immigration history program, Jason M. Woods, Hispanic 
Outreach Coordinator for the Stillwater church, introduced presbyters to a booklet entitled 
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Beyond Hola. In English this means (in Dale Goldsmith’s translation) “Hi! How’re you doing? 
The booklet is a Bible study on Christian hospitality as it relates to America’s latest wave of 
immigration. 
 
J & R gave one copy of the Bible study booklet and one set of supplemental printed sheets 
(specifically about immigration in Oklahoma) to each church in the presbytery. The committee 
hoped that every church would consider doing the Bible study in six weeks or in six segments. 
The supplement was designed by Jason to be adaptable to any city and county in Oklahoma. 
 
Dale Goldsmith, J & R moderator, described Beyond Hola as “a simple, helpful way to get 
beyond some of the immigration issues in a biblical context. There’s a lot of opinion and bias 
that’s uninformed, that fills our conversation, and what the booklet suggests—and what Jason has 
provided for Oklahomans—is actual fact.” 
 
The afternoon business portion of the docket began with a report by Allison Beavers, 
Executive Director of Dwight Mission. She announced that Elizabeth Sharp, the new Program 
Director, has experience as a camper and past staff member. Other Dwight news is that: 

• Online registration for any of 17 camping events, retreats, tours and counselor-training 
courses is now open. Go to www.dwightmission.org. Scholarship money is available.  

• The historic “Ad Building” has been renamed the “Dwight Mission Heritage Center.” It 
is to be renovated and will include a history museum, auditorium and office space. 

• A new lodge is being planned. It will have 16 bedrooms with private baths.  
 
Presbyterian Board of Pensions representative Rick Young’s report:  
 
Rev. Young strongly pointed out the need for keeping ministers’ “Terms of Call” figures up to 
date. He noted that a new salary change form is Online at Pensions.org. Known as enr — 111, it 
makes sure that the Board of Pensions has the numbers that are correct for each minister. 
 
Young said that the Pensions.org Web site would become interactive within 90 days. This would 
allow Online changes to be made. 
 
“All commitments can be met,” Young said in reference to the Board’s $8 billion in investments. 
He added, “There should be a service apportionment (permanent boost in benefits) for members 
this year.” 
 
Executive Presbyter Bellatti gave the Committee on Ministry and Preparation (COMP) 
report in place of Moderator Charles Smith, who had been called from the meeting. 
Mr. Bellatti (on behalf of the COM&P) asked presbyters to:  
 

1. APPROVE the TERMS OF CALL as presented for an installed pastor at Ponca City. 
There being no discussion of the motion, Moderator Ware asked the presbytery to 
RECEIVE the report on salary considerations. This was VOTED.  

2. APPROVE the TERMS OF CALL of the Rev. Rick Rhodes as Pastor of First 
Presbyterian Church, Perry, upon the RECOMMENDATION of the Committee on 
Ministry and Preparation. It was VOTED. 

 
 
Stated Clerk Betty Bays had no report. 
 
Synod Moderator Christianne Chase—having newly taken office—reported that: 
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   A. The synod has adopted a new Mission Design in which two or more presbyteries can join 
and petition the synod to provide funding or staff support for a new mission or ministry that 
benefits those two presbyteries. 
   B. Multicultural and Higher Education ministries will continue to be Synod priorities. 
   C. Regardless of size, each presbytery in the synod now gets four commissioners. The 
downsizing, Ms. Chase said, “makes it even more imperative that commissioners attend synod 
meetings and take an active part.” 
   D. Since becoming embroiled in legal action over church property, Eastern Oklahoma 
Presbytery has incurred legal fees in excess of $200,000. “Each presbytery in the synod is being 
encouraged to make a donation to the EOP legal fund—even a token one—as a show of 
solidarity,” Ms. Chase said. 
 
John McNeese, Presbytery Treasurer, reported that: 
 
   1. The total cash-in-bank as of December 31, 2007 was $35,000 in round figures. The total of 
other current assets was more than $114,000 in presbytery’s account with “Edward Jones.” 
   2.  Current liabilities at the end of last year consisted of special offerings payable to General 
Assembly, Synod of the Sun and Cimarron Presbytery. These offerings come to the presbytery 
treasury from the churches. Such monies are intended for Dwight Mission, Goodland Academy 
and others; they amounted in 2007 to just over $9,000. These are paid out within 30 to 45 days 
after John receives them. 
   3.  Cimarron Presbytery ended 2007 with just over $10,000 in net income. 
   4.  A $3,000 disbursement from the Operating Fund Balance to Indian Nations Presbytery was 
to cover Cimarron’s share of the cost of a book on the history of the Presbyterian Church in 
Oklahoma. 
   5.  Item 3120 under “Designated Funds” was for “GA Alternates,” not “Alternatives” as 
printed. This money is used to assist Alternate Commissioners to go to General Assembly. 
   6.  The Triennium Fund (3200) is for sending Cimarron youth groups to Purdue University. 
   7.  The Revitalization Funds (3220) were expended for particular conferences and also for the   
“Percept” research package. (See the Evangelism and Nurture report for more on ‘Percept’). 
   8.  The $5,000 in mission funds (3220) was a grant from the Synod of the Sun to assist with the 
mission in the Czech Republic, which the Ponca City church has sponsored for some time. 
Presbytery voted to RECEIVE the Treasurer’s report. 
 
Board of Trustees Moderator Steve Glasser presented an item of information: 
 
   “The Guthrie church had an offer to acquire residential property that is north of the church and 
has gone ahead with the purchase. There is no traditional mortgage on that property. At last 
month’s General Council meeting the Council (agreed) to allow the church to go ahead and make 
the purchase.” 
 
General Council Moderator Karen Rogers on ‘what she sees happening in the presbytery’: 
 
   “We are engaged in a paradigm shift.(1) As a Council we are open to you to receive any 
suggestions, any inspiration, any insights, any critique you’d like to offer as we make some shifts 
in the way we engage in ministry as a presbytery… 
   “The Council certainly thanks you (presbyters) for being part of initiating a paradigm shift in 
this presbytery. We really are here to serve. Our congregations are in our communities to serve, 
both Presbyterians within our geographical region as well as reaching beyond Presbyterians to the 
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immigrants and to a host of other people. And may we continue praying for God’s discernment in 
how He calls us to serve and be His gracious, compassionate presence in Cimarron.” 
 
Report of Jenna Campbell, Evangelism and Nurture Committee Moderator: 
    
    
   “About ‘Percept’—it helps churches identify demographics (2) of the people living in their 
areas, in order for local congregations to do visioning and strategic training, using the numbers of 
people in their community…We’re going to be opening a training date for churches to be able to 
use the program; be on the lookout for that.” 
 
   Christianne Chase reported—for the Committee on Nominations—that Wesley Brorson, of 
Perry, had been nominated to be Youth Advisory Delegate (YAD) to the 2008 General Assembly. 
She asked for presbytery’s confirmation. The vote was UNANIMOUS.  
 
 
Report of Everett Miller, Mission and Promotion of Stewardship Committee Moderator: 
 

• Make sure the One Great Hour of Sharing is being lifted up in your congregation. When 
you see a disaster in the news, chances are your OGHS money is going to work there. 
OGHS gifts also go to Presbyterian Hunger and Self Development of People programs. 

• Our MAPS committee is talking about “What is biblical stewardship?” We brought up 
Psalm 24. We want you to talk about that and we want to hear back from you about 
things that can be done to foster that in this presbytery. 

 
Report of Mary McKinley, Moderator, Presbyterian Women of Cimarron Presbytery: 
 

1. We are focusing on a new project: “Beyond Borders.” It is about immigration. Chris 
Murphy of Stillwater is representing PW of the Synod of the Sun on a mission 
experience. She will join 23 women April 12-19 on the border at El Paso and Juarez. 

2. Chris Murphy said: “I am so excited about this. When I come back I will have a 
PowerPoint presentation. Please let me know if you want me to come speak to anyone.  

3. Mary McKinley announced that her term as Moderator of PW of Cimarron ends in April. 
 
The Committee on Attendance reported: Everything is in order. 
 
The Rev. B Gordon Edwards MOVED that the Justice and Reconciliation Committee “draft a 
Statement on where Cimarron Presbytery stands on Immigration.” The Statement is to be 
presented to Council at its meeting on April 15th. The motion was seconded and VOTED. 
 
The meeting was adjourned with prayer and these closing words by Moderator Ware:  
 “I have no doubt that God is working, if we will just let go of that rope. Just remember: when we 
get to the end of ourselves, then we meet the beginning of God.” 
     
(1) Paradigm shift: a change in a pattern or model.   (2)  demographics: the science of vital statistics relating to births, deaths, etc. 
 

    Respectfully submitted by Glen W. Bays, Recording Clerk, Presbytery of Cimarron 
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